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Community colleges are al a crossroads. Why? There are still so many misconceptions and
guestions about them.

Numbers from the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center paint a clear and
unfortunate picture, Enrollment of men plummeted by mare than 15% in 2020, with most
of the decline coming from low-inco

30% from 2020 to 2021, while retention

Fortunately, not all is lost. Despite those bleak statistics, plenty of schools are still thriving
through effective communication with their core audience. In this ebook, we'll describe
some of the strongest answers we've found to answering the most common misguided
questions about community colleges,

Stick around 1o the end 1o see communily colleges who are Lhriving by answering these
guestions and more through modern technology solutions.
answer these questions


https://universitybusiness.com/jill-biden-says-free-community-college-is-out-of-build-back-better-so-whats-next/
https://www.highereddive.com/trendline/enrollment-retention/110/?utm_source=HE&utm_medium=InlineMarch1&utm_campaign=AstrumU&utm_content=ad-SPONSORED_CONTENT&utm_term=40006
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1. Is community college bad?

This question has roots in negative
stereotypes that have been perpetuated
for years. Many people relate community
colleges as financially feasible, which has
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perceptions of this type of educational
institution to become confused over the
past few decades.

S0: is community college bad? The short
answer is, of course, no. Unfortunately
though, a lot of people are still in the
dark regarding the benefits of attending
community college. Here’s the lang
answer.

Community college is absolutely not bad. A community college is a two-year school that
offers excellent programs for less money and less time., It can be used as an
advantageous pathway to more easily obtain a four-year degree. In addition, surveys
rating the educational experience

i
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of Undergrad Saved a year per student Of community
students attend Compared to a public colleges have on
Community Colleges 4-year university campus housing

It's vital to get across the fact that community college does not always equate to lower
quality. It can be an g high-quality courses to more
easily complete a four-year educat cess, it offers just as
many benefits as a four-year college, .
answer these questions @


https://www.brookings.edu/research/community-college-completion-rates-structural-and-motivational-barriers/
https://www.ibtimes.com/education-quality-community-colleges-same-four-year-schools-americans-say-gallup-poll-1981699
https://www.studyusa.com/en/a/1236/what-is-a-community-college-in-the-usa
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2. Is community college free?

This question gained a lot of steam last year. While many students were excited by the
prospect of free community college uild Better Back Act

So, what's the answer? Is community
college free?

While many community colleges in the
US are not inherently tuition-free, some

larship
programs, lower cost for room and

Communicating affordability and value
must go hand-in-hand. One without the
other leads to the types of stigma that
cause enrollment to fall. An effective
strategy to mix affordability with high
educational quality, on the other hand,
has the potential for immense success.

3. What are the academic advantages at
a community college?

Across the US, people associate the phrase "college education” with a four-year university.
As a result, community colleges continually face questions about how their educational
paths can help students enter and succeed in the workplace.

of undergrad students are also community college
f the undergraduate population in the United States
will be interested in what programs your school has to offer. A strong answer to this
question, and the three that go under it, will be vital in convincing a prospective student to

attend.
List of questions for your website


https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/news/free-community-college-proposal-excites-colorado-students-educators/
https://universitybusiness.com/jill-biden-says-free-community-college-is-out-of-build-back-better-so-whats-next/
https://educationdata.org/average-cost-of-community-college
https://educationdata.org/average-cost-of-community-college
https://www.nshss.org/blog/community-college-vs-university-pros-and-cons-of-cost-class-size-and-student-experience/
https://www.nshss.org/blog/community-college-vs-university-pros-and-cons-of-cost-class-size-and-student-experience/
https://www.thinkimpact.com/community-college-statistics/
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Here’s the list of question students most likely have regarding
academics at community colleges:

1. Can | get a bachelor's degree at community college?

Simply put, it depends on the school. Although community colleges have been
traditionally two-year associate’s degree schools, there’s been a significant shift in the
last few years in which community colleges are starting to offer bachelor's opportunities.

Let's start with the obvious: if your institution offers a bachelor's degree path, your students
unity colleges,
n if only some of your

The next question revolving around academia at community colleges regards transfer
credits:

2. Do community college credits
transfer?

The short answer? Yes! The long answer?

Credit transfers also depend on the
school. However, many community
college credits can transfer to four-year
institutions, and the process is
becoming more formalized by the
minute. Through articulation
agreements, students can enter a
four-year degree path at community
Ir's

The problem lies in the complexity of
these agreements. The more clearly you
can outline how students at your schoal
can earn college degrees, the mare
receptive they will become to these
options rather than defaulting to the
traditional college path.

And, finally...

Last question ()


https://www.coursera.org/articles/can-you-get-a-bachelors-degree-at-community-college
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/what-transfer-students-should-know-about-articulation-agreements
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/what-transfer-students-should-know-about-articulation-agreements
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3. Do community colleges accept
everyone?

Just as with any college, students who
want to attend have to apply and await
the admissions process. However, the
national average community college
acceptance rate is 79%, compared to the
hational average of 66% for a four-year
institution. The range of acceptancein
US community colleges can stretch from

4. Do community colleges have dorms?

Historically, commuter-first campuses keep tuition down by drastically lowering room and
board costs, as mentioned previously. However, some students may not know that's
beginning to change.

Here's how you can go about answering this doozy:

According to a recent survey, about one
gquarter of all community colleges now
udents

Even institutions that don't offer on-campus
housing can effectively communicate about
their student life. Some have made
agreements with four-year schools where
students can live while they take classes at
the nearby community college.

Others simply showcase their close-knit
downtown community, on-campus gym, and
other amenities. Either way, schools that can
build campus life into their communications
plan will fare well with students increasingly
looking for a great community. As the
examples at the end of this guide show,
technology can play a major role in
exemplifying how important the community
is to the college.

See how schools have battled misconceptions (



https://www.collegedata.com/resources/the-facts-on-fit/understanding-college-selectivity
https://www.communitycollegereview.com/blog/the-pros-and-cons-of-on-campus-housing-for-community-college

3 community colleges who have battled
commohn misconceptions

1. Bristol Community College
n

nities

from

nary arts,
and nursing give students extensive
aptions that rival same four-year
institutions.

3. Everett Community College

nd
ua

N
reference to the rest of the campus. Not
only does the category give pertinent
information about these two halls such as
room size, rent, and amenities available,
but it also proudly displays that Everett is a
college that has made the leap to
incorparate dorm life into their campus.

2. Sinclair Community College
an,

showcase not just its campus but its
I
50 ua

how closely the school is involved with
the surrounding city. Students here are
not just members of the school, but part
of the very fabric of Dayton.


https://concept3d.com/use-cases/case-studies/case-study-bristol-community-college/
https://concept3d.com/use-cases/case-studies/case-study-bristol-community-college/
https://tour.concept3d.com/share/Gd7K6_DdJ/stop/1
https://concept3d.com/use-cases/case-studies/sinclair-community-college/
https://concept3d.com/use-cases/case-studies/sinclair-community-college/
https://tour.concept3d.com/share/xFmsb2p1A/stop/1
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1125#!ct/24192
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1125#!ct/24192
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1125#!m/446728?ct/24192
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1125#!m/446728?ct/24192

Answering common questions to drive
community college enroliment

When recruiting future students, every school will have to answer similar questions. And
while they may not all be the same, mast of them will ultimately come back to the same

basic underlying tenor: is communily college worth it? We know that the short answer is yes.
Now, the key is getting the word out to your prospects.

The power is in your hands. Just like the schools we mentioned, you too can showcase the
best that your community college has to offer,

ract more students to your school and reverse the
ege by checking out our solutions.

Interactive Map
Our market-leading mapping solution is
designed to showcase your campus in an
immersive, interactive way.

360° Tour
Our interactive, digital experience will
engage your audience, showcase your
location, and better tell your story.

Learn more Learn more

Ask us about the current promotion we
are running for community college pricing!



https://concept3d.com/use-cases/higher-education/
https://concept3d.com/product-page-interactive-map/
https://concept3d.com/use-cases/product-page-360o-tours/
https://concept3d.com/request-a-demo/



